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OUTLINE OF THE 
PRESENTATION 

1. How did we get here?  

Á A historical recap 

2. What do we mean?  

Á Defining the intersections 

between violence against 

women (VAW) and violence 

against children (VAC) 

3. How do we move forward? 



1. HOW DID WE GET HERE? 

1960s/1970s 

Womenôs rights 

1980s / 1990s 

Violence against women 

2003 

Sexual Violence  
Research Initiative 

Growing awareness  
of the intersections 



WHY HAVE WE GROWN 

IN SEPARATE WAYS? 

Á New fields of knowledge that are 

drastically underfunded 

Á Separate advocacy, research, 

programmatic and policy efforts 

Á Competing agendas: Protecting 

children vs. protecting women 

Á Risk that focus on óviolence against 

childrenô will undermine violence 

against women agenda 

Á Limited understanding about 

intersections 



2. WHAT DO WE MEAN BY 

INTERSECTIONS ? 

2.1 Shared risk factors 

2.2 Co-occurrence 

2.3 Intergenerational effects 

2.4 Similar consequences 

2.5 Violence against women starts early 

2.6 Some prevention strategies may be 

effective for both VAW and VAC 



SHARED RISK FACTORS 
2.1 What do we mean by intersections? 



SELECTED SHARED RISK FACTORS FOR 
PERPETRATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN 
AND VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

INDIVIDUAL 

Å Witnessed or experienced violence as a child 

Å Young age  

Å Alcohol and drug use 

Å Personality disorder / antisocial behaviour 

RELATIONSHIP 

Å Family breakdown / poor family functioning 

Å Male dominance in the family 

Å Marital conflict and instability 

Å Economic stress 

Å Poverty/destitution 

Å Number of children in the household 

COMMUNITY 

Å Institutions that tolerate/fail to respond to violence 

Å Community tolerance of violence 

Å Lack of ñsocial capitalò or services  

for women, children, families 

Å Gender and social inequality in the community 

Å Community norms about privacy in the family 

Å Presence of armed conflict 

SOCIETAL 

Å Lack of adequate legislation  

Å Social norms that support the use of violence, including  

physical punishment of wives/children 

Å Social, economic, legal and political disempowerment  

of children and women 



SHARED LOGIC OF BEATING  

WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

Á If it is a great mistake, then the husband is justified in 

beating his wife. Why not? A cow will not be obedient 

without beatings.  (husband in India) 

 

Á Every child needs punishment to grow. Yes I beat.  

The harder you beat the better he will learn what  

you teach.   (female teacher in Uganda) 

 

 

 



AGREEMENT THAT WIFE-BEATING IS 
JUSTIFIED, BY REASON, REPRODUCTIVE 
HEALTH SURVEYS 



PARENTS  ATTITUDES: NECESSITY  
OF CORPORAL PUNISHMENT  
(Source: Lansford et al. 2010) 

 



CO-OCCURRENCE 
2.2 What do we mean by intersections? 


