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What is Capacity? 

ÂLots of discussion on building capacity
in humanitarian contexts

ÂBuzzword 

ÂIs it an actual priority in humanitarian 
setting? 

ÂWhat do we actually mean when we talk 
about capacity? 
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Why these 5 countries? 

ÂCentral African Republic 

ÂLibya 

ÂPakistan 

ÂMyanmar 

ÂPapua New Guinea 
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Central African Republic

ÂType of Emergency: 

Conflict/Neglect

ÂPrimary GBV Type:  Sexual 

Violence

ÂPrevention? Climate of 

insecurity so no activities

ÂResponse? Inadequate 

resources in the capital. 

Where most survivors are? 

Almost nothing
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Libya

ÂType of Emergency: 

Conflict/Dictatorship

ÂPrimary GBV Type:  Sexual 

Violence/ IPV

ÂPrevention? Climate of 

insecurity restricts 

womens movements

ÂResponse? Ad hoc non-

professional, 
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Pakistan
ÂType of Emergency: 

Conflict/Natural Disaster

ÂPrimary GBV Type:  IPV, 
Sexual Violence, Honor 
Killings

ÂPrevention? Mainstream 
GBV through other sectors, 
engage CBOs and womens 
rights organizations

ÂResponse? GBV 
coordination, Weak health 
response, engage through 
child protection, 
overstretched ðcan t cover 
the needs



+

Myanmar

ÂType of Emergency: 

Conflict/Neglect

ÂPrimary GBV Type:  Sexual 

Violence, IPV, Trafficking

ÂPrevention? Some anti-

trafficking, proposed new VAW 

laws

ÂResponse? GBV Coordination, 

Humanitarian response weak ð

ignored GBV, antiquated laws 

(1860s British Colonial )



+

Papua New Guinea
ÂType of Emergency: 

Neglect, Humanitarian 

Like , Society of violence

ÂPrimary GBV Type:  Sexual 

Violence, IPV

ÂPrevention? A lot of police 

programming but still low 

trust in police, 

perpetrators

ÂResponse? Ad hoc 

psychosocial, health 

sector leads due to MSF
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GBV Capacity as seen from above

CAR Libya Pakistan Myanmar PNG

Technical 

Capacity

LOW LOW MIDDLE LOW LOW

Financial 

resources

LOW HIGH LOW MIDDLE MIDDLE

Human 

Resources

LOW MIDDLE MIDDLE LOW LOW

Coordination LOW LOW MIDDLE LOW/MIDDLE LOW

Political Will (HOL)LOW (HOL)LOW (HOL)LOW (HOL)LOW (HOL)LOW

That Certain 

Something

LOW LOW LOW MIDDLE LOW
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GBV Capacity to care for survivors

CAR LIBYA PAKISTAN MYANMAR PNG

HEALTH LOW MIDDLE LOW LOW LOW/HIGH

PSYCHO-

SOCIAL

NONE LOW LOW LOW NONE/HIGH

SECURITY NONE NONE NONE NONE LOW

LEGAL/

JUSTICE

NONE NONE LOW NONE LOW

SOCIO-

ECONOMIC

NONE NONE LOW NONE/LOW NONE
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Despite limitations on capacity ðin some 

places, a minimum multi-sectoral response 

to GBV survivors can be put in place


